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Inside this issue: 

 

Happy Transfiguration Sunday!  I’ll bet you don’t hear that greeting  

too often! This is kind of surprising since it is such an interesting Sunday and 

rolls around every year just before Lent begins.  The Transfiguration of Jesus  

is full of mystery and humor…  it sounds like a healthy spiritual issue to me.    

 

                             Please remember we will not have worship at our usual location ~  

171 West Pulteney Street on Transfiguration Sunday, 3 March,  

but will instead join the parishioners of Emanuel Lutheran,  

Corning First Methodist and Christ Episcopal at  

Christ Episcopal Church for JAZZ SUNDAY.   

 

                               While the folks in New Orleans celebrate Mardi Gras, we will celebrate 

with the Joe Cavallaro Dixieland Band.  Dancing in the aisles is heartily 

encouraged with a Joyful Spirit and the Wondrous Mystery of Life at the center 

of our worship.   

 

It is good to gather for this kind of celebration before Lent ~ a forty-day 

journey into a reflective time when we consider the nature of our faith and the 

ways we might make it stronger in order to be more effective witnesses of the 

Living Christ.  There are no official rules for “how to do Lent.”  Traditionally it 

was a somber time of denial and confession but there are many less somber ways 

to reflect and take account of how we’re doing as people of faith. 

  

Speaking of Lent, I am pleased to report that after “intense negotiations” 

with the two women to whom I am answering these days ~ Brenda Passmore,  

the First Congregational Church Office Manager and Annie, my personal 

manager and so much more ~ my “contract” as your supply pastor before the 

Interim is chosen has been extended through Easter.  Annie and I appreciate the 

opportunity to serve this congregation.  Please keep the Transition team in your 

prayers as they deliberate and make the decisions necessary for selection of the 

interim pastor. 

 

Peace, 

 

 

The 

CALLER 
 

March 2019 

First Congregational United Church of Christ   

Our mission is to create and nurture a family of Faith to do God’s work,  

modeling the gospel of Jesus Christ. 



 

  2 

“The Caller” is published by the  

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 
171 West Pulteney Street 

       Corning, NY  14830 
 

         No matter who you are  

     or where you are on life’s                      

journey, you are welcome here!! 
 

Office hours:  
Tues./Thurs./Fri.: 9:00 a.m. - noon 

 

Phone:               (607)962-7423 

E-mail:                                        office@corningucc.org 

Web:                  www.corningucc.org 

Facebook.com/FCUCCC 

Supply Pastor:   Rev. Gary McCaslin 

Secretary:                            Brenda Passmore 

 

Jazz Sunday March 3 

Pancake Supper March 5 

Ash Wednesday March 6 

Leadership Retreat March 9 

Membership Meeting March 10 

Women’s Fellowship March 12 

Lenten Study begins March 14 

One Great Hour of Sharing March 24 

Shepherd’s Table  March 31 

Dates to Remember: 

The deadline for submitting articles 

for  “The Caller” is the  

25th of  each month. 

Office Hours: 
Church Office:  Brenda is in the office Tu./Th./Fri. 9am-12pm 

Emergency Number:  (607)438-2634 

One Great Hour of Sharing - March 24 & 31 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing, as part of Our Churches Wider 

Mission, is the special mission offering of the United Church 

of Christ that carries God’s message of love and hope to  

people in 138 countries.  The UCC works with international 

partners to provide sources of clean water and food, education 

and health care, small business micro-credit, emergency relief, 

and advocacy and resettlement for refugees and  

displaced persons.   OGHS also supports domestic and 

international ministries for disaster preparedness and 

response.   
 

 Eight Christian denominations - American Baptist Church, 

African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ), Church of the Brethren, Cumberland 

Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Church (USA), Reformed 

Church in America, the United Church of Christ, and Church 

World Service work together to develop common promotional 

materials thereby sharing ideas, costs, and a commitment to 

faithful service.  
 

Each denomination receives and manages its respective OGHS 

offerings, and together raise about $12 million each year.  The 

United Church of Christ responds to development, disaster, and 

refugee needs in 138 countries, and provides disaster relief and 

immigration assistance in the United States. 

 

We will receive the One Great Hour of Sharing donations on 

Sunday, March 24th and Sunday, March 31st. 
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Women’s Fellowship 
Wednesday, March 12th, 11:30 a.m. 
 

Everyone is invited (gentlemen included) for a  

dish-to-pass and presentation by Sgt. Shawn Shutt 

and his dog Daimon of the Steuben County 

Sherriff’s Office.  They will demonstrate Daimon’s 

training in narcotics detection, tracking and handler 

protection.  Daimon loves patrolling the streets and 

visiting schools. 

Women’s  
Fellowship 

 

 

QUOTES to PONDER  
 

Nothing in the world is permanent, and we’re 

foolish when we ask anything to last, but surely 

we’re still more foolish not to take delight in it 

while we have it.  ~ William Somerset Maugham 

 

Our goal should be to live life in radical 

amazement. Get up in the morning and look at the 

world in a way that takes nothing for granted. 

Everything is phenomenal; everything is 

incredible; never treat life casually. To be 

spiritual is to be amazed.    

                                                                       ~ Abraham Joshua Heschel  

 

We are here to awaken from the illusion of our 

separateness.          ~ Thich Nhat Hanh 

Corning Area Aging in Place Meeting 
Thursday, March 21st at 10 a.m. 

Thomas Tranter, President, Corning Enterprises 

Mr. Tranter was not only the first CAAIP presenter 

in June 2011, but was very supportive of our Aging 

in Place efforts.  It is always a treat to have him 

share updates on Corning area projects .  

Considering Church Membership? 
What does it mean to be a member of the  

First Congregational United Church of Christ?   

How does a person go about becoming a member?   
 

If you are a regular attender or brand new to  

First Congregational and you have questions,  

you are invited to a  

No-Strings-Attached Meeting   

Sunday, March 10th  

immediately following worship in  

The Lewis Meeting Room.   

Ecumenical Shrove Tuesday  

Pancake Dinner 
 

Tuesday, March 5th, 4:30 - 7 p.m. 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 

149 West William Street 
  

Suggested donation:  

$5/person, $15/family,  

under 6 free! 

 

*Proceeds benefit the 

Salvation Army. 
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Mission and Outreach 

Leadership Retreat to be held March 9 from 9-12 
 

In June of 2017, the congregation voted to adopt a new church leadership structure, with the intent of making 

our church governance more efficient, effective, and sustainable. We gave ourselves two years to test and refine 

the new structure before making it permanent. That means that in June this year we will have a Congregational 

Meeting to discuss and vote. To begin preparing for that meeting, the church leadership (AST, Ministry Teams, 

and Transition Team) will meet on March 9 from 9 to 12 in Fellowship Hall. 

 

The purpose of the workshop is to give each Ministry Team a chance to provide feedback on the current 

structure and if changes are needed, and discuss what those changes mean for other teams and for the Ministry 

Plan. Each Ministry Team will have 15-20 minutes to review their recommendations and take questions from the 

other teams. After this meeting we will continue to refine the governance structure and present it to the 

congregation for discussion and review before the June vote. 

 

In order to have an effective meeting, each Ministry Team should complete the following: 

1. Review current Ministry Plan guidelines for your team 

2. Determine what is working & what is not working 

3. Recommend changes & describe potential impact to other teams 
4.   Write up brief summary to distribute to other leadership members before March 9 
 

All members of the congregation are welcome to attend, even if you are not currently serving on a leadership 

team. If you have any questions, please contact Jill VanDewoestine or another AST team member. 

Thank you congregation for your response to our January mission - Meals on Wheels.  We have collected $300 

for this mission.  In addition, our youth (led by Judy Graf and aided by a few adults) decorated Valentine lunch 

bags for MOW clients.  David Smith, MOW director, writes us that they brought smiles and were much 

appreciated! 

 

Our February mission, Bampa’s House was a new mission for us.  Your generosity allowed us to write them a 

check for $448!  This new venture in Corning will provide a comfort care home that focuses on making a 

person’s last days as comfortable, safe, and peaceful as possible.  Bampa’s House wants to give people the 

opportunity to spend the final days of their lives focused on their family, friends, and comfort.  We are sure that 

they will be very glad to put this contribution to good use as they complete this needed project. 

 

In February we also sponsored a mission speaker, Amanda McCaslin.  Amanda provided a very informative 

presentation, full of insight, good humor and a real look at what is involved when one volunteers for the Peace 

Corp.  Thank you so much Amanda! 

 

March brings us to One Great Hour of Sharing - one of our UCC 5 for 5 offerings.  We’ll collect contributions 

on March 24th and 31st.  Evie will introduce the children to OGHS during Kindertinder on the 24th.   

 

March is also the time when we provide and serve another Salvation Army meal.  If you are willing to help on 

March 31st, please contact one of us.  We need at least four volunteers. 

 

Again, thank you so much for extending the love in our church outside of our walls. 

 

Margo Brown, Star Bright, Evie Lewis and Gina Burdick 
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There will be no worship service here at First Congregational UCC 

 Sunday, March 3rd.  We will join our brothers and sisters in faith from Emanuel 

Lutheran and First United Methodist at Christ Episcopal for Jazz Sunday! 
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Sunday, March 3                                                                                                                        Jazz Sunday, 10 a.m. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Christ Episcopal Church 

 

Tuesday, March 5                                                                                                              Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Emanuel Lutheran Church, 4:30 - 7 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, March 6                                                                                                Ash Wednesday Service, 7 p.m. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Emanuel Lutheran Church 

          

Sunday, April 14                                                                                                                                   Palm Sunday Worship, 10 a.m   .       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Easter Egg Hunt to follow 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    First Congregational UCC 

 

Thursday, April 18                                                                                                                          Maundy Thursday Service, 7 p.m.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 First Congregational UCC 

 

Friday, April 19                                                                                                                           Good Friday Ecumenical Worship                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Christ Episcopal Church, 12 p.m. 

         

Sunday, April 21                                                                                                                                  Easter Sunday Service, 10 a.m. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   First Congregational UCC  

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST CORNING 

171 West Pulteney Street, Corning, NY  14830 

LENTEN STUDY - “Stories of Survival and Separation” 
Thursdays, March 14th - April 11th 
Soup Supper at 6 p.m., Study & Discussion, 6:30 p.m. 

Hosted by Emanuel Lutheran Church, 149 West William Street Corning 
 

Participating Churches: Christ Episcopal Church, Emanuel Lutheran Church,  

First Baptist Church of Painted Post, First Congregational United Church of Christ,  

and First United Methodist Church. 
 

All are welcome to join us.  Fran’s Landing will cater the soup & bread. 
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The Mailbag!  Birthdays!  

Dear Friends, 

We can’t imagine how anyone can be happy without the love and kindness 

of a church community!  The homemade cookies in December followed by 

our generous Christmas gift were quite enough; and yet last Saturday a 

container of steaming soup was delivered to help after my surgery.   

And how could we ever forget the undying support for our legal ordeal in 

the last seven months! 

 

Yours is not just a church in name only; it is truly a house of God and we 

are grateful to call it “home”. 

Annie McCaslin 

 

3rd Brynn Simons 

6th Bob Garrett 

7th      Tom McGrew 

7th Dean Simons 

8th Jim Nelson 

11th Geoffrey Tennent 

12th Joey Hogan 

13th Joseph Reif 

13th     Brynn Simons 

15th Pauletta O’Donnell  

22nd John Sands 

23rd Lucy Breslin 

28th Charles Hogan 

29th Grace Lubold 

29th Aidan Wilken 

Pancake Supper 

Sunday, March 17th, 4-7pm 

Watson Homestead 

9620 Dry Run Rd. 

Admission: 3 cans of food and $3. 

Admissions donated to Corning Meals 

on Wheels and Painted Post Food 

Pantry. 

Dear UCC Church Family, 

Thank you for your very generous Christmas gift! It was so very thoughtful 

of you to think of me. I am honored to direct the bell choir each year. 

Thanks again!   

 

Dear Women’s Fellowship, 

Thank you for the delicious Christmas cookies.  I don’t always have time to 

bake, so I always appreciate a homemade treat!  Yummy! 

 

Musically yours, 

Liane Watson 

 

 Ash Wednesday WORSHIP SERVICE 

MARCH 6, 2019, 7:00 PM 
 

Prepare the way of the Lord. 
 

Join us for Ash Wednesday   
Emanuel Lutheran Church 
149 West William Street, Corning 

   

May your Ash Wednesday be a time of reflection and promise. 

 

Don’t be late for church Sunday, March 10th ........... 
Remember to move your clocks forward an hour before going to bed on  

Saturday, March 9th! 
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Our church calendar changes all the time, so please check our website www.corningucc.org under the 

Calendar/Events tab for the most up-to-date version.   
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Fun with valentine 

bags 

Thank you, Judy, for enlisting 

our help to finish up the bags 

that the Sunday School kids 

worked so hard on!  

Photo Gallery  

 

Better late than never......... 

The No Rehearsal Christmas Pageant - Sunday, December 9th 
Thank you to all who participated! 

 

Dedication of the Pauline and  

Harold Lewis Meeting Room 
Sunday, February 17th  
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 

171 West Pulteney Street 

Corning,  NY    14830 

 

 


